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Sunday!Talk!Notes!
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My!Notes!

Read!Exodus!2-4:17!and!5-6:12!
!

• What!do!I!learn!about!God?!
• What!do!I!learn!about!myself!and!others?!
• What!do!I!struggle!to!understand?!
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Bible!Study!Material!
Exodus!2!
Was!MosesÕ!mother!giving!the!baby!up!to!die?!(2:3)!

In!a!sense,!she!obeyed!the!king!by!putting!the!baby!in!the!Nile!River.!She!put!him!
in!a!protective!basket,!however,!with!the!hope!that!he!would!be!found!and!saved.!It!
evidently!was!no!secret!where!PharaohÕs!daughter!went!to!bathe.!
!

How!long!did!MosesÕ!mother!raise!him?!(2:10)!

MosesÕ!mother!was!paid!to!take!care!of!him,!nursing!him!for!at!least!his!first!two!
years!of!life.!Some!think!it!could!possibly!have!been!as!long!as!three!or!four!years.!
!

Did!the!princess!defy!PharaohÕs!edict?!(2:10)!

It!is!unclear!why!PharaohÕs!daughter!got!away!with!saving!a!male!Hebrew!baby!during!
the!time!her!father!had!ordered!them!killed.!Some!think!slave!adoption!was!a!common!
practice!for!Egyptian!nobility.!PharaohÕs!daughter!may!have!rationalised!that!she!would!
be!raising!Moses!as!an!Egyptian,!not!a!Hebrew.!Additionally,!her!royal!status!may!
have!put!her!above!the!law!others!had!to!follow.!
!

Was!MosesÕ!action!justifiable?!(2:12)!

No.!Not!even!Moses,!who!became!the!giver!of!the!law,!was!justified!in!murdering!one!
of!his!captors.!The!phrase!Ôglancing!this!way!and!thatÕ!and!the!fact!that!he!hid!the!
corpse!in!the!sand!suggest!that!Moses!knew!killing!the!Egyptian!was!wrong.!
!

What!kind!of!priest!was!this?!(2:16)!

This!priest!probably!served!the!true!God.!His!tribe,!the!Midianites,!had!descended!from!
Abraham!through!one!of!his!concubines.!Reuel!was!something!of!a!tribal!chief!over!
nomads!and!probably!performed!dual!roles,!religious!and!social.!Reuel!took!Moses!in,!
giving!him!one!of!his!daughters!in!marriage.!
!

Did!Moses!help!the!daughters!single-handedly?!(2:17)!

Raised!as!an!Egyptian!nobleman,!Moses!had!probably!been!trained!in!sophisticated!
Egyptian!combat.!Given!his!training!and!the!likelihood!that!he!had!armed!himself!
before!fleeing!for!his!life,!a!band!of!shepherds!would!have!been!no!match!for!him.!
!

Exodus!3-4:17!
Why!was!Horeb!called!the!mountain!of!God?!(3:1)!

Moses,!writing!years!after!these!events,!identified!Horeb!as!it!had!come!to!be!known.!
On!this!mountain!God!spoke!to!Moses!through!the!burning!bush!and!also!gave!him!
the!Ten!Commandments.!Mount!Horeb!was!also!called!Mount!Sinai,!for!the!desert!
region!in!which!it!was!located.!
!

Why!are!bare!feet!considered!more!holy?!(3:5)!

Taking!off!sandals!was!a!cultural!religious!symbol!of!reverence!and!respect.!Why!was!
Moses!afraid!to!look!at!God?!(3:6)!Staring!into!the!raw!power!of!God!struck!terror!in!
MosesÕ!soul!because!he!felt!unworthy!to!stand!in!his!presence.!By!looking!away,!
Moses!also!demonstrated!his!reverence!for!God.!
!
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Why!should!others!have!to!give!up!their!homes?!(3:8)!

God!originally!gave!this!land!to!MosesÕ!ancestor!Abraham.!Now,!after!Israel!had!spent!
400!years!in!Egypt,!God!promised!that!they!would!recover!the!land!they!had!left!
behind!in!Canaan,!displacing!several!tribes!in!the!process.!God!used!Israel!to!judge!
these!pagan!tribes!for!their!idolatry!and!their!sinful!ways.!
!

How!would!a!trip!back!to!the!mountain!be!a!sign?!(3:12)!

Returning!to!the!mountain!would!demonstrate!to!Moses!that!he!could!trust!God!to!
keep!his!promises!and!bring!the!Israelites!to!the!promised!land.!
!

What!did!GodÕs!name!mean!to!the!Israelites?!(3:14)!

The!phrase!I!AM!WHO!I!AM,!a!wordplay!on!the!name!of!God,!has!received!much!
attention.!Its!precise!significance!is!debated.!In!most!English!versions!it!is!translated!as!
the!LORD;!transliterated,!it!is!Yahweh.!The!name!I!AM!was!the!most!holy!name!for!
God,!so!revered!that!later!Jewish!leaders!refused!even!to!speak!it.!Most!likely!the!
name!caused!the!Israelites!to!think!of!GodÕs!absolute!supremacy!and!their!unique!
relationship!with!Him.!
!

Why!these!particular!signs?!(4:1-9)!

These!miracles!would!validate!both!GodÕs!messenger,!Moses,!and!GodÕs!message.!There!
are!disagreements!over!the!precise!meaning!of!each!of!these!signs.!The!sign!of!the!
staff!and!snake!(which!some!think!were!Egyptian!symbols!of!power!and!life),!would!
underscore!GodÕs!power!over!Egyptian!dominance.!The!sign!of!the!leprous!hand!would!
highlight!GodÕs!power!over!diseases!and!warn!Pharaoh!that!Moses,!an!ambassador!of!
God,!had!the!power!to!inflict!sickness.!And!the!sign!of!turning!water!from!the!Nile!
(worshiped!by!Egyptians)!into!blood!would!demonstrate!GodÕs!power!over!their!gods.!
!

Did!Moses!have!a!speech!impediment?!(4:10)!

Nothing!would!suggest!Moses!had!a!speech!impediment,!but!his!protest!was!not!
entirely!without!foundation.!At!the!very!least,!he!was!not!a!gifted!speaker.!Whatever!his!
problem,!he!must!have!felt!strongly!about!it,!since!he!repeated!similar!objections!later.!
In!the!New!Testament,!the!deacon!Stephen!insists!Moses!was!powerful!in!speech!and!
action.!
!

Is!God!responsible!for!disabilities?!(4:11)!

This!verse,!taken!alone,!paints!a!picture!of!a!capricious!God,!who!randomly!scars!
certain!people.!But!three!facts!help!us!see!a!more!correct!picture:!(1)!God!loves!us.!
(2)!Sin!has!scarred!all!people!to!one!degree!or!another.!(3)!God!can!use!the!
weaknesses!of!wounded,!broken!people!for!His!glory.!Our!disabilities,!however!great!or!
insignificant,!can!become!a!showcase!for!GodÕs!abilities.!Because!Moses!was!slow!of!
speech!and!tongue,!God!was!better!able!to!speak!through!him.!Disabilities!are!
frustrating!and!difficult!to!accept!as!part!of!GodÕs!providence,!but!GodÕs!grace!is!
sufficient.!
!

Why!was!Moses!so!reluctant!to!obey!God?!(4:13)!

His!reluctance!may!have!been!due!to!his!deep-seated!insecurities.!Knowing!the!ominous!
task!ahead!of!him,!he!may!simply!have!not!wanted!any!part!of!it.!Raised!among!the!
Egyptian!governing!class,!Moses!knew!about!their!military!prowess.!He!may!have!felt!
that!no!one!could!be!adequate!for!the!task!of!releasing!the!Hebrews!from!bondage.!
!

!
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Exodus!5-6:12!
Why!was!Pharaoh!unimpressed!with!the!God!of!the!Hebrews?!(5:1-3)!

Pharaoh!ruled!over!the!Israelites,!who!had!been!under!the!thumb!of!the!Egyptians!for!
many!years.!With!his!trust!in!his!own!gods,!Pharaoh!obviously!did!not!put!much!
stock!in!what!he!believed!to!be!the!lower-class!God!of!slaves.!
!

Why!didnÕt!Moses!and!Aaron!show!the!signs!to!Pharaoh!on!their!first!visit?!(5:3)!

Perhaps!to!give!Pharaoh!the!opportunity!to!respond!voluntarily!to!their!request.!Even!
though!God!later!demonstrated!His!mighty!power!and!forced!PharaohÕs!hand,!God!first!
let!him!choose!his!course!of!action.!
!

Was!Moses!lying!about!the!three-day!trip?!(5:3)!

No.!Moses!was!simply!countering!PharaohÕs!refusal!of!the!first!request!to!release!the!
people.!Trying!to!convince!Pharaoh!that!the!Israelites!were!under!GodÕs!authority!and!
needed!to!worship,!Moses!posed!the!question!differently.!
!

Why!is!straw!needed!to!make!bricks?!(5:16)!

Straw!is!a!binder.!It!helps!clay!stick!together!giving!bricks!structural!strength!so!they!
do!not!crack!and!crumble!during!and!after!firing.!
!

By!what!name!did!Abraham!know!God?!(6:3)!

Before!this,!God!was!primarily!known!as!El-Shaddai,!emphasising!God!as!Provider!and!
Sustainer.!El-Shaddai!was!not!incompatible!with!Yahweh,!but!the!new!name!revealed!a!
new!understanding!of!GodÕs!character-a!closer!identification!between!God!and!His!
people.!Some!think!the!name!Yahweh!appears!earlier!in!the!Bible!because!Moses!
included!his!fuller!understanding!of!God!in!his!writings,!though!this!name!would!not!
have!been!known!by!those!he!wrote!about.!Others!suggest!that!they!knew!the!name!
Yahweh,!but!did!not!know!the!meaning!of!GodÕs!nature!and!characteristics.!
!

What!does!an!outstretched!arm!mean?!(6:6)!

An!outstretched!arm!expressed!the!active!role!God!would!play!both!in!EgyptÕs!
judgment!and!the!deliverance!of!the!Israelites.!
!

What!does!it!mean!to!swear!with!uplifted!hand?!(6:8)!

The!uplifted!hand!was!associated!with!the!taking!of!an!oath,!just!as!it!is!today.!This!
ensured!that!GodÕs!promise!would!be!fulfilled.!
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Small!Group!Discussion!Material 
From!Exodus!2!
The!story!of!Moses,!destined!to!become!a!deliverer,!begins!with!a!deliverance:!he!is!
spared!the!fate!of!so!many!baby!boys!at!that!time!to!become!the!adopted!child!of!
PharaohÕs!daughter.!Notice!that!God!uses!both!human!means!(the!planning!of!his!
mother!and!sister)!and!Ôdivine!!coincidenceÕ!(the!timing!of!PharaohÕs!daughterÕs!bathing!
and!her!unexpectedly!compassionate!response)!to!complete!the!rescue.!
!

• How!have!you!seen!God!use!ordinary!human!efforts!combined!with!divine!
power!to!bring!about!a!needed!ÒdeliveranceÓ!in!your!own!life?!

 

From!Exodus!3-4:17!
God!uses!the!name!I!AM!WHO!I!AM!Ð!the!always!existing!One-to!describe!Himself!
when!he!appears!to!Moses!(ÔI!AMÕ!when!pronounced!in!Hebrew!sounds!like!GodÕs!
covenant!name!ÔYHWHÕ).!Note!the!important!detail!that!this!revelation!happens!through!
a!bush!that,!though!it!is!on!fire,!continues!to!exist.!
!

• What!do!you!suppose!is!the!point!behind!an!Ôindestructible!GodÕ!using!an!
Ôindestructible!bushÕ!to!prepare!Moses!for!the!mission!he!is!being!called!to?!

• In!what!ways!has!God!been!getting!your!attention!these!days,!to!lead!you!to!
what!he!wants!for!you?!

 

We!learn!about!GodÕs!heart!of!compassion!for!His!people!and!His!plans!for!their!
deliverance!in!Exodus!3:7-10!(see!also!Acts!7:34).!Surprisingly,!Moses-despite!the!
awareness!of!his!failures!and!weaknesses-is!still!called!by!God!to!serve!and!to!lead!
the!Hebrew!nation!out!of!Egypt!(4:11-12).!
 

• Describe!an!area!of!your!life!where!you!know!the!Lord!is!drawing!you!but!
you!keep!offering!excuses.!

• What!truth!about!God!would!help!you!respond!more!confidently?!
 

From!Exodus!5-6:12!
Things!got!worse!for!GodÕs!people!after!Moses!and!Aaron!obeyed!the!Lord!and!
approached!Pharaoh.!
!

• Why!do!you!suppose!we!sometimes!think!God!will!honor!our!obedience!by!
making!life!easier?!

• When!has!this!thinking!crept!into!your!life!causing!you!to!doubt!Him!when!
your!situation!did!not!improve?!

• How!might!your!view!of!God!need!to!shift!so!circumstances!do!not!dictate!the!
state!of!your!faith!in!Him?!


